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COMMUNITY
SPOTLIGHT

- Saving Horses
.g in the East
| Mountains

The New Mexico Horse
Rescue at Walkin N
Circles Ranch

STORY AND PHOTOS BY GLARKE CONDE

The New Mexico Horse Rescue at
Walkin N Circles Ranch begins at the
sharp bend in the road and continues on
for about 30 acres of fairly flat land out in
Stanley, New Mexico. On that land, 40
horses (give or take) at a time have found
a temporary home to get their lives back
under their feet. Some have come to the
ranch having been abandoned. Some ne-

h glected. Some harmed, mentally or phys-
(# ically. It is awful if you think about it, but
il you don't really think about it when you
! are out at the Walkin N Circles Ranch.

You just think about how the horses are
doing now and where they are going to

-[1 find their forever homes.

B Lauri Michael is the board president
‘ and my guide for my visit to the ranch.
‘ As we wind through the stables and pad-
;

docks, she introduces me to each of the

horses by name and gives me a bit of their
back story. The organization is run pri-
i marily by volunteers with a few dedicated
full-time staff, from the trainers all the
way down to the folks that muck out the

1\ stables. One of the largest horse rescues
1] in the state, Walkin N Circles Ranch is
2 not a sanctuary, the ranch is a place for
| horses to get better after trauma and find
;i a new, better home. Last year, 38 horses

i passing through the ranch did just that.

{ “Horses never forget trauma,” explains
Executive Director Larry Smyth. The
horses that come to the ranch are as-

Continued on next page

ABOVE: Poppy heads fo her forever home with her
adoptive horseperson Beverly.

RIGHT: The sign marks the enfrance to the Walkin N
Circles Ranch in Staniey, New Mexico, where as many
as 40 horses at @ time find a temporary home.
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¥ We cameramains ¥ We locate drains and water pipes
% We clear slow & clogged drains
Call Us!

909) 300-3660 East Mountain Area

www.theturdnerds.com Office 17 Bus Lane - Sandia Park NM 87047

Serving the Entire
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| Continued from previous page
| sessed for their individual needs and then
it begin the process ol training to get them
I to the point where they can be adopted
‘ out successfullv. But the training is not
| simply for the horses. Horse people come
. from all kinds of different backgrounds
! which is why the volunteer training is
! so critical as well. The entire mission of
“ the organization is to help these horses
i regain their trust around people and that
| requires that all of the volunteers treat
the horses the same way. The horses need
1_ to know what to expect from the people

handling them. “Consistency is key,” says
horse trainer Colton Smyth. That goes for
horse and handler.

As | imagined, keeping so many hors-
es in food, medicine, shoes and shelter

=

ABOVE: New Mexico Horse Rescue at Walkin N
Circles Ranch Board President Lauri Michael stands
with o horse named Whiskey.

FACING PAGE, RIGHT: Colton Smyth helps Poppy the
horse into a trailer fo head fo her new home.
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Fresh new shoes make the horse.

is not cheap. The feed bill alone crests

$250 a day for the herd. The majority of

funding for the New Mexico Horse Res-
cue comes from individual donors, with
40 percent coming from their thrift store
in Edgewood.

ORI A A O 11 0 0 O 0

OPEN DAILY | SUMMER, 10-6 * WINTER, 12-4

» 25 Species of Native
NM Animals and Birds,
on 122 ACRES

» Western Music & Bluegrass

. » Wildlife West Family Music Festivals:
712, 7/16, 7/30, 8/13, 8/27 & 9/3

Music Begins at 4:30 pm,

NILDLIFE
WEST

NATURE PARK

NEW MEXICO /7.

281-7655

then Raptor Show & Zoo Visitation

2nd Band Plays at 7:00 pm

Reservations due by 2:00 pm on day of show

Food Trucks Available

> Private & Corporate Parties & Weddings ... And MUCH MORE!

DISCOVER YOURSELF!
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WHO'S WATCHING WHO?
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The entire mission of the organiza-
tion is to help these horses regain
their trust around people and that
requires that all of the volunteers
treat the horses the same way.

Beverly Knowles raised horses in Mis-
souri before moving to ‘Torrcon, New
Mexico. She had been keeping an eye on
the New Mexico Horse Rescue website
for a new horse to adopt. When she saw
Poppy she said, “I think I can ride her.”
The two-year-old mare was born on the
ranch and had been raised by the trainers
and volunteers her whole life. This would
be the start of her new life with three
other horses in Torreon and the ultimate

Continued on next page

RIGHT: Horse trainer Colfon Smyth with Pinto af the
Walkin N Circles Ranch.

205.5851.4145

2711 San Mateo NE Alb, NM QULEENTERTITTRET

HAIR
EXTENSIONS

WIGS

WIG
PRODUCTS

i P

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION
505-303-9597

or email through website Contact Us page
www.pivotpointheiservices.com

Sadie Lombardi, MS, LPCC, CCTP,
Horsemanship Coaching

SPRING/SUMMER 2022 | 19



COMMUNITY
SPOTLIGHT

Continued from previous page

Fresh Floral Arrangements result that New Mexico Horse Rescue

‘y Funeral Flowers hopes for every horse they rescue.
i . The adoption process differs a bit
J Gifts  Candies from the do[g pound. The ranch makes
. Rustic Wall Art sure the horse is healthy and ready for
i A Handmade Southwest Jewelry adoption, but also makes sure that the
o@ Local Products Made in the USA person adopting the horse has the capac-
' ity to care for their new horse. Facility
Delivery Available in East Mountains inspections are standard procedure prior
& A r"éfﬁ!n’giﬁ’i‘(ﬂe'f’ to adoption. Everyone involved wants to

make sure that each adopted horse has
found a happy, healthy forever home.
On the day I visited the ranch, Knowles

Open Mon-Fri 9am-5pm & Sat 9am-Noon
I

805 US Route 66, was there to bring Poppy home. She was
‘ Moriarty beaming. As Poppy made her way into the

trailer, Knowles and | talked about where
. ) r was ooine and her prospects for a
] { e . Poppy was going and her prospect: 2
nilowers.com L les had no res

happy, healthy life. Knowles had no res-

ervations about her choice and was conli-

dent that Poppy would fit into life on her
ranch in Torreon just fine. “I knew she
had been raised here,” she said. &

BELOW: Horses on the Walkin N Circles Ranch
enjoying the view of the East Mouniains.

FACING PAGE: Pinfo gets her first set of shoes at the
Walkin N Circles Ranch.

e T R 3
AL A g

L

T

—rr—rg oy

]

20 | EASTMOUNTAINLIVING



% R e

/___ \ We've Got You Covered!

ELEVATED RllllFING
& CONSTRUCTION ...

Lic. #406574, Bonded, Insured Financlng Avalaie

505-286-R00F

= fiekstinates —

Metal, Shingle, & TPO Roof Installation
Roof Inspection & Repair

Workmanship Warranty

ReSidE“tial consuuctio“ Referral Discounts
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